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SUBJECT: SOVIET ARMS SALES AND INFLUENCE IN PERU 

REF: MOSCOW 2381 

1 . WE AGREE WITH EMBASSY MOSCOW THAT THE SOVIET MILITARY 
SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP WITH PERU HAS NOT GREATLY INCREASED 
MOSCOW'S INFLUENCE. AT LEAST NOT YET. DESPITE THE CON 
TINUING DELIVERY OF SOVIET TANKS TO PERU, THE GOP HAS 
TURNED BACK TO THE POLITICAL CENTER OVER THE PAST YEAR. 

THE KEY FACTOR IN THIS PERUVIAN CHANGE WAS PERU'S 
ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES, BROUGHT ON BY THE WORLD 
ECONOMIC SLUMP AND THE GOP'S OWN ERRORS, TOGETHER WITH A 
REACTION WITHIN PERUVIAN MILITARY TO SEVEN-PLUS YEARS OF 
MOVEMENT TO THE LEFT. SOVIET MILITARY SALES TO PERU 
WERE AN I NS IG NIIJC A NT FACTOR IN THE RECENT GOP CHANGE 

IN COURSE. 

2. HOWEVER, THE GOP DID LEARN, AT THE TIME OF THE REMOVAL 
PF PERU'S FORMER LEFTIST PRIME MINISTER JORGE FERNANDEZ 
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MALDONADO IN JULY, 1976, THAT A NUMBER OF MIDDLE-GRADE 
OFFICERS HAD ABSORBED ENOUGH FAR-LEFTIST IDEOLOGY TO PLAN 
AND CARRY OUT SOME RESISTANCE TO FERNANDEZ MALDONADO'S 
REMOVAL. WE BETIEVE THIS WAS A SOBERING DISCOVERY FOR THE 
GOP MILITARY AND POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. WHICH PROBABLY ASCRIBED 
SOME INFLUENCE TO THE SOVIETS FLOWING FROM ARMS SALES AND 
TRAINING OF PERUVAIN OFFICERS. (IN A KIND OF REVERSE OR DEFENSIVE 
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RECOGNITION OF THIS, FONMIN DE LA PUENTE NOW MAINTAINS, PUBLICLY 
IN JUSTIFYING THE PURCHASE OF SOVIET COMBAT AIRCRAFT, THAT WEAPONS 
HAVE NO IDEOLOGY.) 

3. WE BELIEVE THE SOVIETS ARE PLAYING FOR LONGER-TERM POLICICAL 
INFLUENCE HERE THROUGH THEIR ARMS SALES. THEY PROBABLY HOPE 
TO INDOCTRINATE DURING TRAINING COURSES PERUVIAN JUNIOR AND 
FIELD-GRADE OFFICERS WHO MAY RISE TO POSITIONS OF DIRECT 

OR INDIRECT POLITICAL POWER HERE. IN ADDITION, EXTENSIVE 
MILITARY PURCHASES CAN BE EXPECTED TO GENERATE GREATER DEPEN- 
DENCIES AS TIME GOES ALONG. 

4. WE ALSO ASSUME WITH EMBASSY MOSCOW THAT THE GOP WOULD 
REACT NEGATIVELY TO ANY LARGE ARMS ACQUISITIONS BY ECUADOR, 
INCLUDING FROM THE SOVIET UNION. PERUVIANS ARE NOW BEGINNING 
TO SPEAK OF AN "ARMS BALANCE" BETWEEN PERU AND ITS NORTHERN 
AND SOUTHERN NEIGHBORS. THE IMPLICATION IS THAT PERU (WITH 
ITS NEEDS SATISFIED) IS ABOUT READY TO PURSUE SOME KIND OF 
FREEZE OR OTHER STABILIZING NEGOTIATIONS. (OF COURSE WE 
DOUBT THAT PERU'S NEIGHBORS PERCEIVE AN EMERGING "BALANCE"- 
QUITE THE CONTRARY.) WE DO NOT KNOW HOW FAR PERU MAY 

BE WILLING TO PURSUE ARMS STABILIZATION MEASURES IN THE REGION, 

BUT LARGE ARMS ACQUISITIONS BY ECUADOR OR CHILE CAN BE 
EXPECTED TO REDUCE OR INHIBIT PERU'S INTEREST IN SUCH MEASURES. 

5. THE AMBASSADOR TOUCHED ON THE QUESTION OF SOVIET ARMS SALES 
TO PERU IN HIS OVERVIEW OF PERU, 1977 (LIMA 0727) WHICH WE 

ARE REPEATING TO EMBASSY MOSCOW. 

DEAN 
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